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We are going to pick back up in the book of Acts this morning. So if you would please go ahead and turn in your Bibles to Acts, chapter 2.

And as we turn there let’s turn our heart to the Lord. Let’s pray.

Our text this morning gives us a snapshot of a healthy local church. 

In this passage we see the marks or indicators of a healthy church, not a perfect church but a healthy church. 

Since the church, even this first church is made up of people, saved but still fallen people, we will never find a perfect church.

This week we see that Christ is still at work in and through His church including Christ Community today. 

As we have already said, Acts is the record of what Jesus continued to do and teach through His people after His ascension. 

Chapter two opens up on the Day of Pentecost. Pentecost is the one of the high feast or celebrations in the Jewish calendar.

It comes 50 days after Passover and it marks the giving of the Law (the 10 Commandments) on Mt. Sinai after the Israelites were set free from Egypt.

But now, with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Pentecost reminds us that all who put their faith in Christ have been given a new heart. 

The Law is no longer just written on stone tablets but in the heart of believers, hearts of flesh.

On that first Pentecost this outpouring to the Holy Spirit was accompanied with the sound of rushing wind and tongues of fire appeared above the disciples’ heads.

Because of the great commotion and noise crowds from all over the city, many of whom had come from all over the Roman Empire to worship and celebrate Pentecost, came running to see what was happening. 

And as the crowd arrived they each heard the disciples speaking in their own mother languages. Knowing that the disciples were from Galilee they wondered how this could be, what did this mean.

Peter then responds to their question and launches into one of the greatest sermons ever preached as he boldly proclaims the message of Jesus Christ, the Son of God who died on the cross to pay the penalty of sin—death, separation from God.

Peter then calls on the people to repent, turn for their old life of good works, self-righteousness, or outright rebellion against God, and turn to His love, grace and forgiveness offered through Jesus alone.

And with that, as we read in Acts 2:41 that “…those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.”

In a single moment Christ launched the church, His bride. 

Today you hear people saying things like; I love Christ but I hate the church. 

Friends you cannot truly love Jesus and hate His bride. 

The two are inter connected. In fact the Church and Jesus are so interconnected that the church is also referred to as the body of Christ. 

Granted, we have all experienced times when the church, or people who are a part of the church have done things that have not been very loving and sometimes downright hurtful.

Like in any relationship, whether between a husband and a wife, between siblings, or in a parent child relationship…it is the people whom you love the most who have the greated potential to hurt you the deepest.

Unfortunately this is also true in the family of God, the church. 

Sometimes our deepest wounds come from those who should know better, from a place where they shouldn’t act like that, from our own, brothers and sisters in Christ.

Lest anyone think I might be singling them out this morning I am not going to spend anytime going over the ways we are or have hurt others.

But I will say this. The church is a place where we need to extend grace and forgiveness, the same grace that God has extended to us. 

When those hurts come we must seek reconciliation not separation.

So, what I do want to spend time on this morning is looking at what are the marks of a health church—as I said, a healthy church not a perfect church.

In verse 41 of chapter 2, 3,000 souls were added to the church. What did they do next? (I’m glad you asked!) 

Let’s pick up here in Acts 2:42-47: “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 

44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 

46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. 

And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

Look again at that last line: “And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved” (2:47). 

Jesus Himself was at work in this church! 

But let me tell you, where you see the Lord working…where you see Jesus active and building His church that is also where you will see Satan active, seeking to destroy, divide and divert God’s people who are seeking to do God’s work.

So it is important that we take a look at this snapshot here in Acts that shows us the marks of a healthy church. 

By following their example we can be a healthy church able to defend ourselves against Satan’s attacks.

And we will be a place where our Lord will be at work and add to our numbers daily.

The mark of healthy church is that it is continually devoted to three things.

A healthy church is devoted the Lord, to His people, and to His work in the world.

We see all three of these priorities in the early Jerusalem church. 

First:
I. A healthy church is marked by continual devotion to the Lord.

The word that is translated “continually devoting” points to constancy, purpose, or resolve. 

We see their continual devotion to the Lord in two ways: a devotion to His word and a devotion to corporate worship.

1. Devotion to the Lord means devotion to the teaching of His Word.

“…they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching” (2:42). 

Today we find the apostles teaching recorded in the New Testament. 

But that Pentecost morning, with 3,000 new converts all at once, I would imagine that the apostles, seeking to ground these people in their new faith before they returned home, did what Jesus had just done with them after the resurrection when Jesus: Beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, they explained to them the things concerning Jesus in all the Scriptures (see Luke 24:27).

The Bible reveals who Jesus is and how much we are loved by God the Father. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the very word of God.
When you approach the Bible and sound teaching you are coming to know the God who loves you, and the depth of that love. 

But unfortunately most people only look to Scripture as some ancient self-help book. You pluck out a verse here or verse there to get your suggestion for the day.

And what is worse is that the preaching in many churches today is basically that, a short message to make you feel good, all worm and fuzzy. 

The cornerstone out by the front door reads: Committed to the truth of God’s Word.

This remains true for us as a church and it should be true for you as an individual. If you are not continually growing in your understand and application of God’s Word, then you are not growing in your devotion to the Lord.

A healthy church must be devoted all of God’s Word, because God reveals Himself in His Word, the Bible.

If we start snipping and cutting, picking and choosing what we will and will not teach or obey from God’s word than we are forsaking God and creating a god of our own.

And once we do that Satan has got us.

The second way this early church remained devoted to the Lord is seen in that:
2. Devotion to the Lord also means devotion to corporate worship.

When we come to God’s word, whether it be through the preaching here on Sunday morning, or during Sunday school or Wednesday evening study or on your own it should result in worship.
When we come to God’s word it should bring us to an encounter with God Himself, which is the heart of true worship. 

So in addition to the apostles’ teaching, we see several aspects of worship here in this passage:

First, we see something we will be sharing in later this morning:
a) The Lord’s Supper.

Note in verse 42 is says that “they devoted themselves …to “the” breaking of bread…”

The Lord’s Supper should remind you of the greatest truth in the world, that the Son of God loved you and gave Himself for you, so that you could be forgiven and reconciled to God! 

It should make you examine your lives, so that you confess and turn from any sin. 

That is way we hold that communion is for all believers, but for believers only. If you have not put your faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior I invite you to pass on partaking of communion.

If you know there is sin in your life, and you have not dealt with it, then I invite you to pass on partaking of communion.

If there is sin confess it. HE is faithful and just to forgive us all our sins if we ask. But you must ask! 

And in asking are you confessing it as sin or making excuses for it? Are you willing, with His help, to turn from that sin?

Let be absolutely clear here. Yes we all sin. But are you devoted to your Christ or are you devoted to your sin.

When we try to justify, rationalize, excuse our sin we are showing an area in our lives where we are more devoted to self, sin, than we are to Christ and obedience.

When we come forward for community, it is not just to stuff some piece of bread in our mouths and wash it down with a shot of juice.

No!!!! When you come forward you are doing so out of and in response to your devotion to Christ. 

Unconfessed, or worse, un-repented sin (any sin you have justified) shows a devotion to self, not to Christ. And it must be dealt with before you share in communion.

Listen to this warning that Paul gives us in 1 Corinthians 11:27-32: “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 

28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

When you share in communion you are saying you are fully committed, devoted to Christ and to following Him.

When you examine yourself, it is to allow the Holy Spirit time to show you any area of your life that you are not devoted to Christ.

And it is to give you time to set the matter right. 

Failure to do this is sin and brings judgment on you.

Just as a side note for parents. We leave the final decision up to as to whether or not your child takes communion. 

But please make sure they understand this. Make sure that they have first accepted Christ as their Savior and then help understand what it means to be fully devoted to Christ and to truly repent of their sins. 

This early church showed their devotion to the Lord in their devotion to God’s word and to corporate worship.

That corporate worship included the Lord’s Supper and it included: 
b) Prayer.

Literally, the text reads, “they were continually devoting themselves to … the prayers.” It refers to set times of corporate prayer. 

Whenever and wherever the church meets, whether in a large meeting (“in the temple”) or from house to house, prayer ought to be woven into the fabric of church life. 

For the early church worship was marked by the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, prayer, and it was marked with:

c) Praise and joy.
“…breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad [joyful] and generous hearts” (2:46). 

Their lives were marked by joy because of what the Lord Jesus had done for them on the cross. 

The phrase “Praising God” found in 2:47 suggest an ongoing, continual expression of praise to God. 

The first mark of a healthy church is continual devotion to the Lord. This was seen in their deliberate determination to be in His Word and to be worshiping Him.

And:
II. A healthy church is marked by continual devotion to the Lord’s people.

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and [to] the fellowship” (2:42, literally). 

We cannot be devoted to the Head, who is Christ, and at the same time cut ourselves off from the body, His church. 

That would be like a young man saying to his date, “I like your face, but your body is gross!” That would be his last date with her! 

Even though the body of Christ is not nearly as lovely as Christ Himself, the Bible commands us not to forsake assembling together with other believers (Heb. 10:25). 

What does it mean to be devoted to the fellowship? 

The Greek word (koinonea) means “to share in common.” 

We read in verse 44 that “all who believed were together and had all things in common.” 

And verse 46 underscores this sense of togetherness when it says that they were of one mind and took their meals together. 

So being devoted to the fellowship is a commitment to be built together with those who have joined God’s family by being saved. 

Note these three aspects:

1. To have fellowship, we must be together.

You can’t have fellowship if you don’t gather with the church. 

While we should gather with the whole church for worship and teaching, we can only truly enjoy deep fellowship with those we get to know personally. 

If you only attend the Sunday morning service, but never spend time getting to know the other saints on a deeper level (house to house or restaurant to restaurant!), you will not enjoy the fellowship that God intends for you.

Look around, invite someone to sit with you at lunch today at the annual meeting. Invites someone over to your house latter this week.

Believers who know Christ and His Word already have a foundation to build on and grow deeper in fellowship with each other.

2. To have fellowship, we must share together in the things of God.

But here is the thing, if and when we do get together, too often, we spend the whole time talking about news, weather, and sports. 

It’s not wrong to talk about these things. 

But at some point, the conversation needs to move to a deeper level. 

If the Lord and His salvation are at the center of my life and of your life, when we get together we should talk about Him. 

If we don’t, it may reveal that He doesn’t have the proper place in our lives.

When you gather together direct the conversation to the things of God and His Word. 

3. To have fellowship, we must share together in material things.

Verse 44 is not prescribing communal living for God’s people in every situation. The situation in Jerusalem was somewhat unique. 

Thousands of pilgrims had traveled there for the Feast of Pentecost. 
Many had been saved after Peter’s message, and they wanted to stay longer to get grounded in their new faith. 

They needed hospitality and financial help to do this. 

To meet these needs, the church opened their homes and their pocketbooks to help the needy. Some even voluntarily sold land and donated the proceeds, although this was not required.

Before we say, “Whew, this doesn’t apply to me,” we need to remember that we’re all exhorted to be generous and ready to share with those in need (1 Tim. 6:18). 

We are told not to share with a lazy or irresponsible person who refuses to work (2 Thess. 3:6-12). 

But if a brother or sister is in need of the basics of life (that means food, shelter, and clothing, not cable TV or a six-pack of beer!), then we should be quick to share the blessings that God has given us. 

A great example of this is the way many folks in the church have stepped up this week and help Brain and Jane with fire wood.

So a healthy church is marked by its devotion to the Lord and to His people.  

And finally,
III. A healthy church is marked by continual devotion to God’s work in the world.

The text here does not say explicitly but it is implied. The early church was devoted itself to witnessing, sharing their faith with others. 

This is inferred in the way the Lord was adding to their numbers daily.

Witnessing was happening. And it happen in part through these new believers as they shared their new faith with others.

Note also, that some of the witnessing took place as a result of the miracles that the apostles were performing (2:43), and the preaching that accompanied these miracles (3:1-26). 

The miracles confirmed these men as God’s messengers and identified them with Jesus, who also had done great miracles. 

And yes God does still perform miracles in response to our prayers today, and He can use such miracles to bring people to saving faith. 

But it is our everyday ordinary lives, actions, toward each other and toward those outside the church that should confirm and validate the gospel message we proclaim.

There is a sense in which a healthy church will be a reproducing church. 

We all should be asking the Lord to add to His church those whom He is saving. If we are not seeing conversions, we should examine ourselves to ask why. 

Do we really believe the gospel? Do we believe the Bible when it says that there is no other name under heaven by which people are saved?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Do we really love those whom Christ died for and we are commanded to love?

A healthy church is devoted to the Lord, to His people, and to His work in the world.

Conclusion: No church is perfect and none will come close this side of heaven. 

But as we continually devote ourselves to the Lord through His Word and through worship, as we devote ourselves to the fellowship of His people, and as we devote ourselves to His work in the world, He will use us to glorify Himself.

I challenge you to be fervent in your devotion to the Lord and to His church, so that He uses us to reach many in our families, our community and nation, and around the world for His glory.

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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